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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

Michelle H. appeals from a child protection order of the District Court
(Ellsworth, Staples, J.) as to her three children, and Keith W. appeals from
that same order insofar as it involves the one child that he fathered. The
parents contend that the doctrines of res judicata and collateral estoppel
preclude the court from considering evidence concerning allegations that
Keith W. sexually abused a different child, born of a different mother, and
involved in a different proceeding terminating Keith W.’s parental rights to
that child. Contrary to the parents’ contentions, even if the doctrines were
not precluded by 22 M.R.S.A. 8§ 4031(3) (Supp. 1999), the argument that
they apply in this case is totally without merit. In this matter, the issue of
the father's sexual abuse of a different child was never actually adjudicated.

The entry is:

Judgment affirmed.



Attorneys for appellants:

Margaret P. Shalhoob, Esq.
28 Williams Street
Bangor, ME 04401

Laurie Ann Miller, Esq.
Downeast Law Associates, P.A.
P O Box 190

Orrington, ME 04474

Attorneys for appellee:

Andrew Ketterer, Attorney General
Matthew Pollack, Asst. Attorney General
John H. Hawkes, Asst. Attorney General
6 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0006

Guardian ad Litem:

William B. Entwisle, Esq.
Ross & Ferm, LLC

P O Box 1123
Ellsworth, Me 04605



